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partake of fish and flesh, washed down by potations of
the sweet pineapple wine.    This liquor was pressed out
from the peeled pineapples into a wooden trough like a
little canoe; and, after fermentation, was strong enough to
make all the feasters drunk.    Because of their sometimes
sinister results it was seldom that such feasts were made;
for the giver of the feast usually had  a design at the
back of his mind to be revenged for some injury done
him, or   "to  debate such  differences as  had  happened
between him and his neighbours,  and  to examine into
the truth of such matters".    Yet before they were warmed
with drink they would  never speak one word of their
grievances;  and the women, who commonly knew their
husbands'   intentions,   prevented  them  from  doing any
injury to each other by hiding their lances,  harpoons,
bows and arrows,  or  any other weapon   they  brought
with them.    They were very ingenious at throwing the
lance, the harpoon, or any kind of dart,  being bred to
it from  infancy;  for the  boy  children,   imitating their
fathers, never went abroad without a lance in their hands
to throw at objects, till use had made them sure of hand
and eye.    They would also practise warding off lances,
arrows, or darts in the following manner: two boys stand-
ing a short distance apart would hurl a blunt stick at
one another; each of them, holding a small stick in his
right hand, would attempt to strike away that which was
darted at him.    As they grew in years they became more
dexterous  and  courageous,   and   then  they would  offer
themselves as targets to anyone that had a mind to aim
arrows at them.    These they would strike aside with a
very small stick no bigger than the  rod of a fowling-
piece.   After years of practice they would become so adroit
at this art of defence as to be able to guard their bodies